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The story of my family history  
is dedicated to my father,  
Frank Alexander Weeks,  

whose life I shared for such a very short time,  
and to my three lovely grand daughters  

Sally, Katie and Frances.
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J C W (io)

d. circa 1847 
m. 1812 

E W 

b. 1787 
d. 28 March 1879 - Alverstoke, England

W W

b. 26 Jan 1818 - Titchfield, England 
d. 9 Dec 1903 - Alverstoke, England 
m. 16 Dec 1839 - Hastings, England 

J W 

b. 6 April 1818 - Portsea, England 
d. 1 Sep 1893 - Gosport, England

J C W ()

b. 5 Oct 1848 - Fairlight, England  
d. 29 Jun 1914 - Brisbane, Queensland 

m. 14 Nov 1888 - Maryborough, Queensland 
F A C 

b. 23 Aug 1861 - Glasgow, Scotland  
 d. 21 May 1941 - Melbourne, Victoria

F A W

b. 11 Oct 1892 - Maryborough, Queensland 
d. 6 Aug 1933 - Brisbane, Queensland 

m. 15 Jul 1920 -  Brisbane, Queensland 
C L H 

b. 18 June 1900 - Gympie, Queensland 
d. 16 Aug 1996 - Southport, Queensland

I F Ws

b. 10 May 1927 - Brisbane, Queensland  
m. 3 Mar 1951 - Brisbane, Queensland 

H V J 

b. 31 Dec 1926 Brisbane, Queensland

H R J

b. 24 Nov 1952 - Brisbane, Queensland 
m. 29 Mar 1979 - Kaohsiung, Taiwan 

R C-Y L 
 b. 29 Aug 1954 - Kaohsiung, Taiwan  (div.)

I Ry J

b. 28 May 1955 - Brisbane, Queensland 
m. 22 Dec. 1984 - Morwell, Victoria 

S M H 

b. 26 June 1961 - Morwell, Victoria  (div.)

Continued on p.5
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William Weeks 1818 - 1903

This story begins in England in the tiny village of Titchfield, 
Hampshire where my great grandfather, William Weeks, 

was born on 26th January 1818 to John and Elizabeth Weeks. 
Titchfield at that time was a seaside resort situated 2 miles from 
the mouth of the Meon River. Until early in the 17th century 
it was a busy commercial port, but ceased to prosper after the 
construction of a sea dyke at Meon and the drainage of the 
marshes. A canal was built to the west of the river making it 
no longer possible for larger ships to visit Titchfield.

Titchfield was a tiny village, but one of the earliest19th century 
records of education is the 1818 report on “Education of the 
Poor”. There was a school for young ladies, one for young 
gentlemen and ten “petty” schools providing for 277 children. 
A national school was built in 1830 and William would have 
been 12 years old by then. School hours were 9am – 4pm with 
teachers being qualified mainly by experience.

Truancy became a problem about 1879 when a report from the 
school board stated that only 544 pupils were present instead 
of the 744 places allowed. Parents were prosecuted. One family 
of nine only had 13 shillings a week to live on. Two children 
were sent home because they had only brought 2d. instead of 
3d. Another boy stole the dinners of two school-mates and 
was sentenced to 24hrs confinement in the police station and 
nine strokes with a birch rod. Such was the education of the 
poor in the 19th century. 
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(Ref: Titchfield History Society newsletter, January and 
May1980, School History of England, M.E.Carter, circa 
1913)

At the time of William’s birth, his father John Charles was 
employed as a footman at one of the many manor houses in 
the area. His duties included attending to the doors of the 
house, the carriages of the family and any visitors. Quite a 
trustworthy position! In later records his occupation was 
stated as ‘seaman’.

St. Peter’s Church in Titchfield is the jewel of the village. A 
rare example of the Saxon style, it was probably founded as a 
Minster church by St. Wilfred in 680 A.D., and it was here 
that William was baptised on the 22nd February 1818.

At the age of 14, William joined the Royal Navy, where he was 
to serve for 7 years between 1832 and 1839. During that time 
he served on the “Victory”, 1832-1833, the “Nautilus” 1834-
1835 and the “Barham”, from 1835-1839. After his discharge 
he moved to a position with the Coast Guard Station at 
Ecclesbourne in Sussex, and on the 16th December 1839 at 
the age of 21 married Jane Wilkinson, also in her 21st year. 
Jane was born at Portsea in Hampshire and was baptised at 
St. Mary’s Church on the 21st June 1818. Her father John 
(or James) was a “mariner”, and he and his wife Mary lived in 
Smith Lane, Portsea.

It was customary at that time not to marry a girl from your own 
town because of the chance of either families being connected 
with smuggling. This may have been the reason why William 
and Jane were married at All Saints Church in Hastings in East 
Sussex. This ancient church, probably built in Norman times, 
suffered much damage during WWII and later from damp. 
Restoration was commenced in 1729 when, as mentioned in a 
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leaflet from The Ancient Church of All Saints, “through length 
of time the Violence of the Sea Winds very much decay’d and 
it was in great danger of falling, so that they Cannot assemble 
themselves in the said Church for divine Worship without 
Manifest danger and Hazard of their Lives”.

After their wedding, Jane and William moved to the Coast 
Guard house in Fairlight from where William tended the 
lights at Fairlight and Rye. Seven of their eight children were 
born here. My grandfather, John Charles, was their fifth child. 
In the 1871 census William and Jane are listed as residing in 
the Coast Guard buildings at Alverstoke where William was a 
“Commissioned Boatman.”

In 1854 France and Britain declared war on Russia and the 
Allied Armies landed in Crimea on 14th September of that 
year. During the Crimean War over 3000 coastguards were 
recalled to Royal Navy service and on the 10th February 1854 
William joined HMS “Caesar”. He was discharged to the 
“Victory” on 30th April 1856 to rejoin the coast guard station 
at Fairlight. It was during the Crimean War that the coastguard 
first functioned as a reserve force for the Royal Navy, but the 
control of the coast guard was transferred to the Admiralty 
in 1856. During the next 70 years the service acquired a 
multitude of diverse responsibilities ranging from those laid 
down in the 1856 Coast Guard Service Act “to provide for the 
defence of the coasts of the realm, the more ready manning 
of the Royal Navy in the event of war or emergency and the 
protection of the revenue”. After 1856, duties listed in the 
History and Records of H.M. Coastguard leaflet No. 53, 
ranged from “assisting vessels in distress to taking charge of 
wrecks, operating life saving apparatus, performing sundry 
duties in connection with signals and telegraphs, buoys, 
lighthouses and dealing with the deaths of wild birds and rare 
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fish washed ashore”.

The Description Book ADM38.7721/8987 of the Navy 
describes William and his record of service. When he went to 
the Crimean War in 1854 he was 36 years and 1 month old. 
He was 5’9½” tall, fair of complexion with blue eyes, brown 
hair, a cut on upper lip, and a woman tattooed on his left arm. 
He had had smallpox, and the trade he had been brought up 
to was the sea. His record of service was very good.

His love of the sea continued after he left the lighthouse at 
Fairlight and he spent the rest of his life around Alverstoke, 
living in Hardway and Coast Guard buildings. By 1888 when 
his son John Charles Weeks married Frances Annie Campbell 
in Australia, William’s occupation was stated as ‘Customs 
House Officer’.

At the age of 75 years, on the 1st September 1893, Jane 
predeceased her husband by ten years and was buried in the 
Gosport Cemetery. When William retired from the Navy he 
moved to 29 Anns Hill Road, Anns Hill, Gosport, where he 
lived on a naval pension with his son James. After his death 
on 9th December 1903 at the age of 85 he was also interred in 
the Gosport Cemetery on the 14th December.
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Letter 1 - 1894

Extract of letter from William Weeks to Frances and 
Charley (John Charles), Anns Hill nr Gosport, Hants.  
(William is aged 74 years). 

Dear Frances & Charley,

Recd your very kind & anxious letter was so very pleased & 
thankful to hear you all was in the best of health. Surprised to 
hear you was at Maryboro. If you could get employment would be 
more comfortable to be so near Mother (probably Frances’ mother 
as his mother died 1893). We did get your letter abt year ago 
– but was unable to write myself in fact this is the first letter I 
have wrote for at least 2 years – Mary promised but did not do it. 
We gave up business at Alverstoke twelve months ago both myself 
& Jim in very bad health at the time. Jim about 3 months under 
the doctor and but for Mary don’t know what we should have 
done as we could not help each other. Happy to say both much 
better but myself feels much older – give my kind respects to your 
Mother very bad of one not writing few lines but could not feel 
able to write – My best love to the Children No.3 should finish 
– quite enough. (No. 3 refers to the birth of Elsie Jane Weeks b. 
24/8/1894 Maryborough, Qld.)

We still have the Parrot, says “Charly” sometimes. We don’t see 
much of our relations up here only Mary or Ida – They were all 
very well when I last heard of them. We spend good deal of our 
time up in garden at Stoke we have 20 rod Allotment ground 
– keeps us in all our vegetables. We have two Tricycles rides there 
& back carry everything with us –

We send “Hampshire” every week – you may think we are right by 
that. Mary will write no doubt when she gets Charley’s letter. You 
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must excuse this letter but will give you more next time. With my 
best love to you both and the dear children. 

From your loving Father Wm Weeks.

 

Letter 2.

16 May,1895 

To dear Charley from Brother Jim, Near Barley Mow, Anns Hill, 
Gosport

EXTRACT … Just a few lines to let you know I am alive and 
well. I took my pension a little over 4 years ago and since I have 
kept “the Highlander” and the Star & Garter in Gosport, but I 
did not like the business, and when Mother was ill I came back to 
the “Lamb” and when she died there we gave that up and came 
here to live close to the old Mill. It is a very nice little house, just 
suits father and myself. We have a 20 rod of allotment ground 
close to the creek at Stoke and we have been very lucky both years. 
We went in for prizes and got 2 each year. You would hardly 
know Gosport now it is so quiet and orderly the Roebuck has 
been closed for some time and South Street is a respectable Street, 
the tram runs from the Beach to Brockhurst, it goes close to our 
house so we often find it useful. You must tell your wife as I am 
an old Batchelor I do not know how to write to ladies, but I shall 
expect one from you for this. Trusting this will find yourself wife 
& family well I remain your affectionate Brother Jim. 

PS More next time if I get an answer. Jim.

Letter 3.

23rd September 1897 

To dear Frances, from Brother Jim 29 Anns Hill Rd, Gosport, 
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Hants, England

EXTRACT … We had great success with our garden this year. We 
were only allowed to show 6 things and we got prizes for all, and 
there is between 70 & 80 men to go against in the field.

I thought at the Jubilee Fleet I should have had to go again, they 
wanted me to volunteer but I have had enough of salt water and 
I expect Charley felt rather strange at first.

I must now come to a close, but must give you a longer one next 
time so will conclude with my best love from myself and Father. I 
remain, Your affectionate Brother (Signed) J. Weeks

(Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Fleet to celebrate 60 years on throne 22 
June 1897)

Letter 4.

11th November 1897 

To Dear Sister, from James 29 Anns Hill Rd. Gosport

EXTRACT … Dear Sister, Just a few lines to let you know that 
we are all pretty well at home, father is remarkable for his age, 
he is 80 years old on the 26th January. Uncle Dan and all at 
Hardway are pretty well and Mrs Tutton and family the same.

We have been having some very mild & fine weather, we picked 
roses in our garden. Man next to us has got a few strawberries 
nearly ripe. 

I have enclosed card & must wish you a very Merry Xmas and 
a happy New Year, as you will get this about that time so I will 
conclude with best love from, Father and myself to you all.

I remain your affectionate Brother James. PS. I have sent a paper 
and have put inside a story that I got a prize for. JW.
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Letter 5

1st November 1905

To dear Sister, from M.Tutton (Mary) 2 Connaught Rd, North 
End, Portsmouth

EXTRACT … Many thanks for your last kind letter, which I 
ought to have answered before, but we have been waiting for the 
group (photo) to be taken & it has been done at last. Your last 
letter was written in such good spirits that I do hope the next one 
will be quite as bright. How are the boys getting on (Ernie 14 
yrs, Frank 13 yrs, John 3 yrs)? What ages are they. I have quite 
forgotten their names. What do you think of doing with them. I 
suppose there is no chance of having a Group. You must be too 
far away. Give all our love and kisses to them. I may perhaps see 
them some day if they take to the sea. Give my love to Charley and 
tell him I thought of him on his birthday 5th of Oct as it was my 
Wedding day. Have been 29 years married, quite an old lady but 
I am thankful to say am keeping wonderfully well. I forgot to say 
Ida is the eldest & tallest in photo she is 28 getting on the shelf. 
She says a good place too. Now dear Frances with much love and 
every good wish for a happy Xmas to you, hoping to have a letter 
soon. Believe me your loving Sister M. Tutton (nee Weeks)
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Great Grandmother Jane Weeks, nee Wilkinson 
b. 1818 – d. 1893 Gosport, Hants, England



20

Irene Jenner

Grandpa John Charles Weeks with his pet dog
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John Charles & Frances 
Annie holding Ernest 
Charles Weeks b. 1891, 
Maryborough, Qld.

Frances Annie Weeks, nee 
Campbell – b. 1861 Glasgow, 
Scotland d. 1941. Taken just 

before her death, aged 80 years. 
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