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Foreword

Eileen Kennedy’s capacity for recollection is seldom questioned by those who 
know her well.  She has earned the admiration of family and friends for her 
uncanny ability to describe past events with remarkable clarity and recall 

names, dates and telephone numbers effortlessly.

Beyond her immediate circle, Eileen’s gift for narrative has captivated young and old; 
from the countless children who have passed through her classroom in a stellar teaching 
career spanning over 40 years, to the many amateur historians who have worn a path 
to her door as they try to piece together fragments of their own ancestral journey.  

“Ask Eileen” they say, “She’ll remember”.

Eileen, the second daughter of Irish and Italian migrants who ventured to Australia 
at the turn of last century, carried with her all the hopes, dreams and Christian values 
held dear by her parents.  Their strong work ethic was reflected in Eileen’s approach 
to her studies and later to her profession and family life.  Blessed with an abiding 
sense of community, Eileen has spent a lifetime in service to others, and continues 
to share her love of music with those around her. 

In the close knit community of Arcadia in central Victoria where Eileen grew up, the 
Boschetti and Kennedy families were known to each other through Church, school, 
sport and of course, the Fire Brigade. In time, these two families were united by the 
marriage of Eileen to our father, Joe Kennedy. For as long as we can remember, Eileen 
has taken an avid interest in her heritage and Dad’s; regaling us with descriptive and 
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often comical anecdotes of days gone by and of characters brought into sharp relief 
through the telling.

“Why don’t you write down your recollections?” we said, “for we’ll never remember 
them all!” 

And so she did!

This book is the culmination of Eileen’s quest to research all four branches of our 
family tree. A quest that traces the lineage of her mother’s family, the O’Donnells, 
and on her father’s side, the Boschettis. It acknowledges the extended family into 
which she married, via an extensive profile of the Kennedys and Danahers, as she 
remembers them.

Coupled with this wonderful legacy is an insight into the life of Eileen herself, up 
to the time she married and moved into her own home in Skene Street Shepparton.  
Born between two world wars, hers is story of a happy and idyllic childhood, lived for 
the most part during the Depression. Reminiscences of her years at boarding school 
are sprinkled with tales of mischief, but upheld by a deep respect and admiration for 
the Sisters of Mercy. Those years prepared her well for a teaching career that took her 
to locations across the length and breadth of central and northern Victoria, all the 
while making lifelong friends.

Eileen has derived great enjoyment and satisfaction from recording our family’s 
history and we’re delighted to receive this extraordinary gift of love, to treasure and 
pass on to future generations.

Julie (Kennedy) Wright and Mary (Kennedy) Hughes
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1

Kennedy Family

Gold! Gold! Gold has been found in Victoria Australia!”

Following years of depression and famine in Ireland during the 1840s, these 
words would have been an enticement to many young men in that country, 

one of those being Michael Kennedy of Tipperary. He was the second son of Bryan 
and Ellen Kennedy of Knockwilliam, which is near Nenagh in County Tipperary. 
Michael Kennedy travelled to Cork, caught the ferry to Liverpool where he embarked 
on the. ‘Invincible’, June 2nd 1854, and arrived in Melbourne August 24th 1854. 
For a short while, he found employment at Geelong before heading to Ballarat to 
seek that elusive gold, later moving to Bendigo, Stawell and Pleasant Creek. He was 
wont to recount scenes of the Eureka riot, and he was one of the men who helped 
the leader, Peter Lalor, make his escape to Geelong.

Eventually, Michael settled at Pastoria, near Kyneton, and married Catherine Ryan in 
1859. He had been reared on a farm in Ireland, and was keen to follow farming pursuits 
in this land of Australia. First priority for these settlers was to build accommodation 
for the family, so Michael built a log cabin, with wooden shingles for the roof. Mud 
with a mixture of clay was used to fill the cracks then the walls were white-washed. 
Over the years, this was a task carried out by the women. In later years the walls were 
plastered with paper. The earthen floor also consisted of a mixture of mud and clay, 

“
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and was made smooth and firm by rolling a round log over it. He purchased bullocks, 
cows, sheep and poultry, and constructed sheds and stables to house them. As well as 
his farm work, he worked as a road contractor in the area, and with a friend, helped 
erect the saleyards at Kyneton. Michael and Catherine reared a family of 12 children, 
three of whom were born after they left Kyneton. The children were Bernard, Michael 
Jnr., John, William, Mary, Ellen, Amelia, Patrick, Catherine, Honora, Thomas and 
Philip. I knew all of them except Bernard and Amelia.

As gold declined, the Government, in 1872, unlocked land in many country areas 
including Miepoll and Karramomus, each farmer allowed the standard 320 acre 
allotments. Michael submitted his name, and in 1875, he selected land at Karramomus. 
So it was that he and his sons Bernard, Michael and John left Pastoria with bullock 
drays, taking about five weeks to cover the journey. There were no set tracks to follow, 
so they wended their way through scrub, at other times following tracks made by gold 
diggers who moved from Ballarat and Bendigo to the north east. Michael and his sons 
brought supplies, tools, equipment and sufficient commodities for their basic needs. 
With their axes, they felled trees from the heavily timbered land, most of the trees in 
the area being yellow-box and scrub wattle. After building the log cabin and shelter 
for the animals, they cut logs for a chock-and-log fence to define the perimeter of 
the farm. The Seven Creeks ran through the property, and the cabin was built on the 
east side. About 12 months later, Michael travelled back to collect the family. They 
left Pastoria with their drays and wagons loaded with personal belongings, cooking 
utensils and other essentials for the journey to their new home. The younger children 
sat in the drays while the older ones took turn about walking and riding on the drays 
to help ease the load.

As time passed trees were ring-barked, felled and the stumps removed to clear the 
land. The inner fences were made of smaller logs, and at times, branches were used 
to divide the property into smaller paddocks. They constructed a plough from a 
suitable tree, using a log with spikes driven into it to break up the clods. Crops 
of wheat, oats or barley were sown by hand, and when ripe, they were cut with a 
scythe and winnowed. The straw was tied then stacked, while the grain was placed 
in containers; some grain was kept for farm use, while the surplus was taken to the 
flour mill. Michael had come from County Tipperary which boasted rich and fertile 
farming land, so he was eager to succeed and accept the challenge on this side of 
the world. Sheep were shorn with blade shears, cows were milked by hand, and 
gradually the bullocks were replaced by horses. But the climate here was different 
from Ireland – summers were hot and dry, while some years there was a drought, so 
it was necessary to sink dams which supplied water for the stock. It was because of 
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the hard work and co-operation of each family member that this farming adventure 
was able to exist through the droughts and depression of the 1890s. In the late 1890s, 
a weatherboard house with a galvanised roof was built on the opposite side of Seven 
Creeks. As with most houses at that time, the kitchen was detached with a covered-in 
veranda running between the buildings. A well was sunk to supplement the domestic 
supply of water from the tanks.

Sheep, vealers and steers were slaughtered to supply meat for the family. Pigs were 
used for bacon and pork, while turkeys, ducks and hens supplemented this food, 
not only with meat, but with eggs. Catherine and her daughters took care of the 
poultry, milked the cows and made butter. Catherine made a brine in which she put 
the meat to help preserve it. Surplus eggs were taken to the store in Euroa. It was 
here that supplies were bought, some in bulk such as flour, tea and sugar. Catherine 
and her daughters made jams, sauces and relish from the fruit trees and vegetables 
which were grown in a fenced off area near the house.

Michael was a zealot for fairness, justice and honesty in all his dealings and transactions, 
thus gaining him the cognomen of “Squarehead”. He displayed a strong Catholic 
faith, and supported the Karramomus Catholic School where most of his children 
were educated. In his declining years, he still maintained that interest in stock prices 
and crops, at the same time giving whatever assistance and advice he could to his 
two grandsons living with him, Joe and Bill.

He was well cared for by his daughters Kate and Nell, and passed away in 1924 at 
the age of 94, and was buried in the Euroa Cemetery alongside his beloved Catherine 
who predeceased him in 1908.
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2

Bernard  
1861-1918

Bernard was the eldest child of Michael and Catherine, and attended school in 
the Kyneton area, and throughout his life was an avid reader. Along with his 
brothers Michael and John, he accompanied his father to their newly acquired 

property at Karramomus. He assisted his father with the buildings and fencing prior 
to the arrival of the family. Throughout his life he attended sheep and cattle sales, 
and became an astute buyer of these animals.

 On August 26th 1918, as was his daily practice, Bernard and his dog went to the 
bottom paddock to bring in the cows for milking. Some time had elapsed before it 
was noticed that Bernard and the cows had not appeared, so Joe, son of Michael Jnr., 
was sent to see what was causing the delay. He found Bernard had been badly injured 
when the bull had gored him. His dog stood guard, protecting him from further 
injury by the bull. Bernard was taken to the doctor in Euroa, and spent three weeks 
under medical supervision. He returned home where Catherine looked after him, 
but he passed away on September 24th 1918. He was buried in the Euroa Cemetery.
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3

Michael  
1862-1934

Michael Jnr., always a diligent worker, was 13 years old when he came to 
Karramomus in 1875, and helped establish accommodation as well as 
assisting with farming pursuits. Accompanied by his younger brother Patrick, 

the two men ventured into New South Wales and took up land between Oaklands and 
Berrigan. Eventually, Michael returned to Karramomus, and in 1904 he married Ellen 
Griffiths, and settled on a property near his father’s farm. Perhaps farming was not a 
priority for Michael, for he and Ellen travelled to Kilmore and he commenced work 
as a road contractor.  They had two sons, Joseph born in 1905, and William in 1907. 
Unfortunately Ellen passed away six weeks after giving birth to Bill and was buried 
in the Kilmore Cemetery. After finalising his affairs, he returned to Karramomus, 
bringing his two sons to be cared for by Kate and Nellie. He also resided there. 
Michael carried out road contracting for the Euroa and Goulburn Shires, operating 
with horses, scoops and drays. In the mid-1920s he bought vehicles to facilitate his 
work – a REO speed wagon and a tip truck for gravel cartage.
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Joe and Bill attended the Karramomus School, then Joe completed his secondary 
education at Assumption College, Kilmore. He studied further and became an 
engineer. He worked for a firm in Essendon. Joe and his wife Jean lived at Essendon 
and reared four children. Like others of the Kennedy clan, they came to Karramomus 
quite often, so I knew them well. Joe’s son Gerald, together with his wife Pam and 
their family live on this property – this is a unique distinction for the property is still 
in the hands of descendants of Michael Kennedy who selected this farm in 1875. In 
2000, a cairn was erected on the site of the Miepoll church, and Joe was chosen to 
unveil the plaque. He did this in memory of his grandfather and his two aunts who 
had done so much for the church, also in recognition of himself for he served many 
years at that church as an altar boy. Joe passed away in 2007 at the age of 102.

Bill remained on the farm all his life. He was a good judge of stock, a trait he inherited 
from his grandfather who gave advice for this lad growing up. Under the watchful 
eye of his father and aunts, Bill became a successful farmer, raising sheep and cattle, 
as well as cropping. He regularly attended the weekly sheep sales at the Shepparton 
saleyards, and travelled to Newmarket Melbourne to witness the sale of the sheep 
he sent there at various times. Bill had a mathematical mind, could work out many 
problems in his head and had the answer before anyone could find pen and paper; 
a rare gift!

He could recall the prices that various farmers received from time to time.  Bill was a 
good athlete, ran at the Stawell Gift, and played football and tennis for the Miepoll 
teams, then umpired these games for many years.

In the late 1930s Bill purchased a motor car which was convenient, not only for 
himself but for the aunts whom he took to many places. In the 1950s, Bill became 
interested in harness racing, and joined the Goulburn Valley Racing Club. With 
his Austin A90, the latest sports car at that time, he was chauffeur for many of the 
stewards who attended these meetings at the Shepparton Showground. Bill was a 
great lover of all the dogs he had over the years, and some accompanied him in the 
car. Bill died at home in 1992 and is buried in the Euroa Cemetery.
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4

William  
1866-1943

Known as Bill, William was just 10 years old when he drove the spring cart 
from Kyneton to Karramomus. He was quiet in nature, well read, and loved 
telling humorous stories.

Bill and John became partners in the various farms they owned and cultivated, firstly 
leasing the land then buying it. One of these farms was at Molka where John lived 
after his marriage, and Bill resided with them. He was an excellent axe man, and 
taught these skills to John’s sons, John, Michael and Edmund when they were clearing 
the land. He handled horses very well, and could break them in. Bill was responsible 
for milking the cows, all done by hand at that time.

John and Bill bought two other properties near Dargalong, and it was on one of 
these farms they gave accommodation to their sister Mary following the death of 
her husband. 

In 1922 Bill and John bought 640 acres at Arcadia where John and family came to live.
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When John died in 1940, his wife Catherine and daughters bought a house in Knight 
Street, Shepparton. Bill resided with Kate, Molly and Joan until he passed away in 
1943.
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5

Mary Thérèse  
1868-1947

Mary Thérèse was the first daughter of Michael and Catherine, and 
as she grew older, was a great help to her mother, and helped care for 
her younger brothers and sisters. In 1896 she married James Noonan 

from Dargalong, and lived in a house on the farm where James was employed 
as a farm hand. They had four children, Joseph 1987, Catherine 1899, Michael 
1901, and Patrick 1903. After a short illness, James died in 1907, so Mary and 
family went to live on one of the properties that John and Bill owned. Mary 
found work as a housemaid at a hotel in Murchison until she bought a 320 acre 
property at Arcadia and called it “Pastoria Park”. Mary extended the existing 
garden, and grew fruit and vegetables, at the same time developing a flower garden.  
The family bought cows and poultry for home use, and gradually bought sheep. 
Joseph found employment with Louis Boschetti and worked on the farm there until 
1923 when he went to Melbourne for an operation, but sadly he didn’t return. This 
was a sad day for Mary and the family. For the next few years, Mary cared for an 
orphan from an orphanage each year during the school Christmas holidays. It was 
typical of Mary, for when they returned back to Melbourne, they took a box full of 
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cakes and biscuits. She could sew and crochet, and many times we saw her with a 
beautiful collar and cuffs added to her dress.

I don’t remember seeing Mary drive a horse and gig, it was always the buggy, the 
hood of which would have been an asset in wet weather. Of course later on, Pat and 
Mick bought cars, so she would have been more comfortable. Catherine, known as 
Kit, married James Hehir in 1921 and lived at Girgarre where they had four children. 
The eldest was Jim, who, along with his wife Mary, worked on his father’s farm for 
many years. They moved to Mooroopna and owned a business. When James died in 
1970, Kit came to Mooroopna to live with Jim and Mary until her death in 1994. 
The other son Patrick married Patricia Kerlin and lived at Kyabram, where he passed 
away in April 2012.

Michael married Alice Danaher and they bought a farm at Arcadia. They had two 
children, Laurence and Mary who both attended the Arcadia school. Mick bought 
two other farms, and he and Laurie grew crops on each, sometimes wheat or oats, 
and occasionally barley. He also had sheep, and followed sheep sales where he sold 
the lambs. In the late 1930s, Mary Thérèse went to live with Mick and Alice until 
her death in 1947. Mick was a community minded man, and was a member of some 
of the committees, one of particular note being Secretary of the Arcadia Fire Brigade 
from 1945 until his death in 1981.

Mick’s daughter Mary married Bernard Thomson and they lived for many years at St 
Germains, which is near Undera. They had four sons and four daughters – Brendan, 
Clare, Maree, Peter, Brian, Denise, Loretta and Barbara. Like her mother, Mary 
was a good tennis player and was a member of the Arcadia Team when they won 
the premiership in 1953. Mary and Bernard retired to a house at Kialla West, but 
Bernard died a few years ago.

Pat married Kath McManus in 1933 and continued living at “Pastoria Park” where 
they continued farming. Pat and Kath had six children, James, Brian, Patricia, Adrian, 
Len and Margaret. They attended the Arcadia school, and then completed their 
secondary education in Shepparton. Len became a Clerk of Courts. Pat bought 
another farm, and today, both these properties are in the care of Jim and Brian who 
crop both farms as well as having sheep. Brian and Jim bought a farm near Cobram 
at Boomanoomanah, where they both live, but travel to Arcadia when necessary.

The memorable part of Mick and Pat is that they were excellent shearers.  The first 
trials at shearing with machines were at their uncle’s place at Arcadia, for John brought 
his shearing plant with him when he came to Arcadia in 1922. Louis Boschetti had 
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purchased a shearing plant in 1921 for he and his brothers travelled to New South 
Wales to shear sheep. It was the first in the district. His brother helped him until he 
married in 1928, so Louis asked Mick and Pat to shear for him. This they did until 
the late 1940s. Following in Pat’s footsteps, his son Jim had a shearing round for a 
few years.

My husband Joe shore sheep at our place on different occasions when either Mick 
or Pat couldn’t come. In the 1940s Mick and Joe shore at various places around the 
district, then went further afield, one place being Chateau Tabilk which had a flock 
of 3,000 sheep.

Pat died in 1973, Kath in 1989, Alice in 1980 and Mick in 1981.
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Ellen 1870-1963  
and  

Catherine 1875-1959

While writing these memoirs, it seems to be a more practical exercise to keep 
the lives and activities of these two sisters together, as they were the heart 
and hub of the Kennedy family for so long. They were both endearing, 

homely and very practical, and had a great sense of humour.

Catherine was a toddler when she arrived from Pastoria, and Ellen was five years 
older, so the rest of their lifetime was spent on the property selected by their father. 
Like the rest of the family, they had chores both inside and outside before and after 
school and were taught cooking and sewing by their mother. When the new house 
was built on the western side of Sevens Creek, Nell and Kate would have found 
some of the amenities much more convenient. The inside walls were made of lining 
boards which were kept painted, while the floors were made of timber, much easier 
to keep clean than the earthen floors. A stove was installed, much better for cooking 
and baking. At the side of the stove was an open fireplace where iron bars laid across 
its length held the iron kettle and fountain which provided hot water for the family. 
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Nell did much of the outside work, milking cows, separating cream, feeding calves, 
pigs and poultry, while Kate was kept busy cleaning and preparing meals for the family.

In the early 1900s, John’s sons were too young to travel the long distance to the 
Pranjip school, so they stayed during the week with Nell and Kate, and attended 
the Karramomus school. Of these three boys, John and Mick completed Grade 8 at 
Karramomus, while Ned finished his last two years at Pranjip, taking the younger 
siblings in the gig. In 1907, Michael brought his two sons Joe and Bill to Karramomus 
where the aunts cared for them, this being the only home they knew, for their mother 
had passed away in 1907.

These sisters were ever ready to help anyone in need. When required, Kate carried 
out duties as a midwife, while Ellen often provided a basket of food. Over the years, 
this home was the venue for all the Kennedy families to meet, not only at Christmas 
and Easter, but other times as well, those travelling a distance staying a few days. On 
many occasions when I was young, we went to Mass at Miepoll, then to the Kennedy’s 
where Nell and Kate served a sumptuous meal. After the meal, we children played 
in the yard and roamed around inside some of the sheds.

Nell and Kate spent a lifetime cleaning the Miepoll church and preparing the altar 
for the fortnightly Mass, a labour which they did so cheerfully. For a number of 
years, Kate took religious instruction at the Church until the Sisters of Mercy came 
to Euroa in 1922 and they instructed the children at Miepoll once a month. It was 
a sad day for Nell and Kate when the church closed in 1966. For many years these 
two ladies travelled by horse and gig, but benefited when Bill bought his first car in 
the 1930s, and could sit back and be driven around.

Wouldn’t they have loved having electricity? They could have had an electric iron to 
replace those flat irons, a refrigerator to replace the cellar and Coolgardie safe, washing 
machine to replace the copper, air conditioning to replace the open log fire, electric 
lights to replace candles and kerosene lamps, vacuum cleaner to replace brooms and 
mops, as well as many modern conveniences we take for granted today.

Owing to an illness, Kate spent the last three years of her life in a hospital in Melbourne 
and passed away in 1959 aged 84, while Ellen passed away in 1963 aged 93.
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7

Amelia  
1871-1938

Amelia would have been about five years old when the family came to 
Karramomus, and was educated at the Karramomus Catholic School. She 
worked on the farm and was familiar with the indoor and outdoor work. In 

April 1894, at the age of 23 years, she travelled to the Yarrawonga Convent and was 
accepted as a postulant. Six months later, she received the habit and white veil, and 
took the name Sister Mary Magdalen. After her spiritual training, she was professed, 
and took her final vows on November 18th 1896. For the rest of her life she remained 
at the Yarrawonga Convent as a lay Sister, spending much of her time sewing, as well 
as assisting with other chores.

When Mary, daughter of John, was ready for secondary education, she boarded at 
the Yarrawonga Convent for three years. Amelia came back at various times to visit 
the family, on each occasion, staying at night at the Euroa Convent.

I didn’t know Amelia, but I have photos of her taken with the family members at 
Karramomus.
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Patrick  
1873-1961

Patrick was quite young when the family left Kyneton, and when he reached 
school age, he attended the Karramomus Catholic School. Like his siblings, 
he learnt to ride a horse at an early age. He was a great horseman, could tame 

horses, and then quickly break them in. In 1894, he accompanied his brother Michael 
to New South Wales where they bought a farm at Berrigan. Michael returned to 
Karramomus but Patrick stayed on, milking cows and sowing crops. As well as having 
horses, he bought a bullock team that he used for hauling logs out of the river flats 
along the Murray River near Echuca.

In 1898, he married Margaret Parnell who was born at Miepoll, but had moved to 
Berrigan when her family bought a property there. Patrick and Margaret reared a 
family of six daughters, Catherin, Rita, Amelia (known as Millie), Veronica (known 
as Ronnie), Mary and Anne.

Pat sold his farm and moved into Tocumwal where he bought a butcher shop and ice 
works in partnership with Tom Rourke. Pat, Margaret and family visited Karramomus 
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from time to time, and on one occasion it was said he drove a flash pair of greys in 
the buggy. Like many others, he bought a car and that is how I remember some visits.

Rita married a son of Tom Rourke, and I saw her quite often. I saw Ronnie from 
time to time but can’t recall who she married.

Mary married Sid Stife, a solicitor in Numurkah. Through the Catholic Women’s 
League, I saw her on many occasions at meetings and conferences. I know her daughter 
Madeline who married Brian Danaher and they reside at Wunghnu.  Anne married 
Jack Farrell, an insurance agent, and they lived at Tocumwal. When Jack retired, he 
and Anne came to live in Shepparton, where Joe and I visited them often. When 
Margaret died in 1946, Patrick sold his property and came to live with Anne and 
Jack, who cared for him so lovingly.

Patrick died in 1961 and was buried in the Tocumwal Cemetery.


