
Adventurous
Involvement

A memoir 
Jean Armstong



This edition first published for Jean Armstrong in 2007 by
Memoirs Foundation Inc. (Australia)

2 Burwood Highway, Burwood East Victoria 3151
03 9888 9588

www.memoirsfoundation.org.au
Copyright © 2007 Jean Armstrong

All rights reserved. 
No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without the prior permission in writing of the copyright owner.

The author may be contacted through the Memoirs Foundation.

National Library of Australia Cataloguing in 
Publication Data

ISBN No 978-0-9804268-1-6
Typeset in 13pt Adobe Garamond Pro by 

Synergy Publishing

Publisher: Arnold Bonnet
Art Director: Mark Bonnet
Graphics: Wendy Easton

Project Coordinator: Mary Peries
Production: Wendy Wright

Printed in Australia

The opinions expressed by the author are not necessarily those of the publisher or editor.



Contentsrst

1: The Important Things in Life 1

2: Ancestors 5

3: Childhood 15

4: School 23

5: Work and Marriage 31

6: Mission to America 41

7: Business Trips and Travel Tips 51

8: The Royal Commonwealth Centenary 61

9: Home and Away 73

10: Dawn  Service at Galipoli 77

11: The Wagon Train 81

12: Adventures and Misadventures 85

13:   The Kaleidoscope of Memory 89

14: Living Dangerously 97

15: In Trouble with the KGB 105

16: Summing Up 109

Chapter Page





1

Adventurous InvolvementAdventurous Involvement

rstChapter

The Important Things in Life

 

One of the most important things in my life was getting married 
to Max because he’s been a very dynamic person. 

Then the polio came when I was four, which meant I’ve got one 
leg shorter than the other. I loved sport and I couldn’t play hockey 
because I used to limp. But I could do gym because you stand still 
and I could climb ropes and do rib stalls. And I could ride horses 
and do craftwork.

But because of the polio I missed a great amount of school, I wasn’t 
supposed to get overtired and if I was tired, I was put to bed. So it did 
make a tremendous difference. I was very lucky because I didn’t 
have to wear callipers or anything, but I do limp even now, which 
isn’t good.

It did teach me to struggle. You had to make the effort to make 
something of yourself because you could be left behind, if you 
didn’t find things that you could do. And because of not having 
the skills and the grounding, when I went to school full-time, I 
was far behind.
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I was about nine and the other children had all learned to spell 
and master arithmetic. So I was always bad at spelling and 
arithmetic, which left me with craft things to do. So it completely 
changed my life, because through the craft things, I’ve met and 
taught a lot of people.

I taught at the University of the Third Age at Chisholm University 
for six years in pastels and pine needle baskets and crochet. I’m 
still making bonnets for a certain firm and I embroider them. 
I’ve made 1700 now and every one’s different; I never do two the 
same. And this particular place where they are sold says that it’s 
their best line. I just do them when I feel like it.

We’ve also been much involved in things to do with the 
Commonwealth. Max has been very keen about his military 
life and of course I go along with that, and he likes pomp and 
ceremony. Most people don’t these days, but he likes formal 
things.

We’re supporters of the Royal Family and the link with Britain. 
Every time there’s been anything like a Royal visit, we’ve always 
been invited. We’ve been invited to Government House, to the 
Royal Ballroom and the Town Hall, and that was magnificent. 

Everybody wore either uniforms or tails and all the women had 
long dresses. I can remember walking up the steps at the Town 
Hall. I had a lovely teal blue frock from Patches, a good place in 
Melbourne, and all the people were looking at all the guests going 
in; it was a marvellous night.

My family has also been very important to me, my children and 
grandchildren. The only trouble is they live so far away – Geelong 
and the other side of Melbourne. My son’s a doctor in Geelong 
and he goes overseas, studying, and he takes his wife, and I’ve 
sometimes minded the three children while they’ve been away. I 
go and stay with them.

We’ve done a great deal of travel, and we’ve always travelled with a 
purpose. That’s been important.

I’ve had a long, interesting and useful life.



3

Adventurous InvolvementAdventurous Involvement

Long – well I’ve made it to 90, so that’s long.

Interesting? One of the most interesting things was a wagon train 
trip we made in Canada, and we’ve been on a military mission to 
Washington, in America.

Useful? I’ve been a member of many clubs and societies such 
as the Victory Services Club, tennis clubs, yacht clubs and 
Mount Eliza Bowls, and the Country Women’s Association. 
There have been so many different activities and societies in my 
life, everything from Scottish dancing to helping the St Paul’s 
Mother’s Union. I’ve been involved in a lot of community service. 
That’s certainly been important. 
The Peninsula Woman’s section of the Liberal Party are just about 
to celebrate 30 years since formation, with a luncheon. Being the 
longest serving member, I will be giving a short talk.
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My ancestors are very interesting. Daniel Budd Skyring was my 
great-great-grandfather on my mother’s side. He was the son of 
Zachariah Skyring, and Zachariah was a builder and publisher of 
several works on architecture. 

Daniel was born in England in 1804 and he came as a free 
settler to Sydney. He arrived in Sydney on 12 July 1833. He was 
accompanied by his wife whose name was Ellen Lavinia nee 
Dunn. She was aged twenty-eight at the time and they already 
had three children. The Skyrings lived in Kensington, London; we 
found their many marriage notices in St. Georges Church in the 
Hanover Square records.

Then in 1833, Daniel operated as a builder in Market Street and 
as a tailor in Goulburn Street, Sydney. He often told his family 
how he brought out his gold sovereigns in belts strapped to the 
waists of his wife and children. He said that if the ship sank, they 
would all go down with the weight of the gold coins.

2
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He was commissioned by the imperial authorities to supervise the 
Comet buildings in Sydney, and he had his own kilns and quarry 
where the Redfern Railway Station now stands. He built the 
Warehouses at Circular Quay on the harbour.

Later on, he travelled to Moreton Bay, Brisbane, arriving there in 
1843, and then he made another trip in 1844, and then later in 
1844 he made a third trip, taking his wife and family to settle at 
Moreton Bay.

He took with him money and a large stock of general merchandise 
with which he opened a cash store known as ‘The Busy Bee’ at the 
corner of Edward and Queen Streets in Brisbane. This store was 
operated by his wife and two daughters. 

He also took to Moreton Bay two imported cows and a bull, 
which were the first dairy stock in the neighbourhood. He also 
brought a piano with him. As well as his business as a general 
storekeeper, he operated as a dairy man and he grew pineapples 
on the land where the All Hallows Convent now stands near the 
Storey Bridge.

He owned quarries and grew grapes for which he found a ready 
market in Sydney. The Sydney Morning Herald in 1844 talks 
about the purchase by Skyring of land in Brisbane. Other Skyring 
activities were sugar and cotton growing on the Brisbane River, 
and a butchering business at Breakfast Creek near Bowen Bridge 
on the road to the north. 

Mrs. Skyring died on 27th July, 1863, aged 58, and she was buried 
in the City Cemetery, but then she was exhumed and moved to 
the family grave at Toowoomba. On the old tombstone are the 
words, ‘Weep not for me, prepare to meet your God’. 

Daniel Budd Skyring died on 21st February, 1882, aged 78 and 
there was an obituary notice in the Brisbane paper which said, 
“He passed away very peacefully in his home in Fortitude Valley a 
few days ago in his 78th year, a colonist little known in public life, 
but in his day did good work and set a wholesome example to the 
first settlers in the neighbourhood of Brisbane.” 
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Then Daniel Skyring Jnr, my great-grandfather, was a lieutenant 
in the 1st Volunteer Corps formed in Brisbane. He was in charge 
of the guard-of-honour to Sir George Bowen, who was the first 
Governor of Queensland. Young Zachariah and Daniel, the two 
elder sons of Daniel Budd and Ellen Lavinia, worked closely 
together at the dairy farm. 

In 1853 they applied for a lease of cattle runs called ‘Whidlka 
Whidlka’. They had a total area of 61,850 acres and had southern 
footages on the Maroochy River. They added a fourth run of 
29,000 acres. Each run was considered capable of grazing 600 
cattle and was approximately 30 square miles. 

The Skyring Brothers were the first cattlemen to enter the 
Maroochy District. However, they eventually gave up their cattle 
runs and then Zachariah is next recorded being in Maryborough 
three days after his brother-in-law, James Nash, reported finding 
gold on Gympie Creek. That decided Zachariah to try his luck in 
the new gold field and he arrived in Gympie very soon afterwards. 
He received a government award for discovering gold at Gympie. 

Zachariah worked several gold claims and also engaged in 
building in Gympie, erecting many houses in the rapidly growing 
town. The discovery of gold at Gympie brought about the 
construction of the Brisbane-Gympie Road and the inauguration 
of the coach and mail service, Cobb & Co., providing a bi-weekly 
service in 1868. It took about 28 hours to get from Brisbane to 
Gympie.

Daniel Skyring Jnr returned to his old haunts and bought 800 
acres for farming on the Mary River in 1868 and more land in 
1869. He called his homestead ‘Bellwood’ after the bellbirds in 
the forest at the foot of Mount Tuchekoi. The homestead was near 
the junction of the Skyring Creek and the Mary River and here he 
raised a family of seven sons and five daughters. 

There were no schools in the area until the late 1870s, and so he 
engaged tutors from England for his children, and the pine trees 
planted by an early tutor stand there to this day. Daniel died at 
Bellwood Cooran from pneumonia on 16 September, 1919. 
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He was aged 90 and was buried in the Gympie Cemetery. 

The family of Daniel Budd Skyring has continued to flourish 
and today there are many descendants in Brisbane, Gympie and 
Bundaberg. The descendants of his sons, Zachariah and Daniel, 
are still farming at Mooloo and Bellwood respectively. 

rst
My grandmother was a Skyring. She was Alice, the daughter of 
Daniel Budd. Skying is a Viking name; they came from Yorkshire. 
We looked for Skyrings there but we couldn’t find many. There 
was a castle given to them and there was a Lady Skyring at one 
stage and she gave her jewellery to James when he was trying to 
regain the throne of England late 1600s.

And he gave the family a castle called Skyring Serene. We’ve seen 
the ruins in a magazine but we can’t find it. We went looking for 
it all over Devonshire, but it was terrible weather and we gave up.

On Max’s side, there is Scottish ancestry. I also had a 
grandmother from Glasgow; Jean Glass, born in 1803.

My father, Edward Rigby, was an engineer and his father was an 
engineer before him. He started the Austral-Otis Engineering 
Company and they built the first sewerage treatment pump 
machinery in Melbourne. The works are still there now, at the 
pump house Scienceworks Museum, in Spotswood.

He built the machinery for canning fruits; we had a lot of canned 
fruit when we were children because he used to go to Shepparton. 
His father started the business and he was apprenticed there when 
he was twelve. He ended up being the general manager. He was 
there for 69 years. The Austral-Otis Engineering Company did 
lifts too, the Otis lifts you see.

My mother’s grandfather was John Davies. He was very hard 
to find out anything about because there are hundreds of John 
Davies in Wales, like ‘John Smith’ here. Anyway, he was a 
journalist. He went to India and Afghanistan working as a 
journalist for an English newspaper. 
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And then in the end he came to Melbourne and he worked with 
John Pascoe Fawkner in Melbourne. Then he went to Tasmania 
and he started the Tasmanian Mail printing press which is still 
going now. They publish The Hobart Mercury. The Davies 
brothers are the ancestors of the family that still produces that 
paper in Hobart. The original John Davies went there in the 
1850s.

My mother’s father was a jackeroo and he went to Queensland 
jackerooing. He met my grandmother there, Alice Skyring, and 
then brought her down here. Mummy was born in South Yarra, 
here in Melbourne. They lived in Brighton.

My ancestors were almost all English. Max is the Scottish one. 
We’ve been all round the world tracing Max’s people in Scotland 
and Ireland, England and the USA. We found some ancestors but 
they had no early knowledge in the USA.
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My Great-grandfather, Daniel Budd Skyring who was Mummy’s 
grandfather, and who came to Australia from England. He died in 1882
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Great-grandmother Davies on my mother’s side. She was Elizabeth Ellis 
from Exeter and she married John Davies in Sydney.
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 My grandmother, Alice Davies, who was nee Skyring, and she was my 
mother’s mother.
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Edward Joseph Rigby, my father’s father.




